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Congressmen to enlist in the usual way. That would mean
an end to the slogan of immediate independence aiid an
end also to non-violence of the true brand. I shall hope
to the last that, for the sake of themselves, India, aye Britain
herself, and humanity, Gongressmen will resolutely decline
to have anything to do with the use of arms for any of the
two purposes. I feel strongly that the • future of humanity
lies in the hands of the Congress. May God give wisdom
and courage to Congressmen to take the right step.*
New Delhi, l-7-'4O
Harijan, 6-7-1940
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TO EVERY BRITON
In 1896 I addressed an appeal to every Briton in
South Africa on behalf of my countrymen who had gone
there as labourers or traders and their assistants. It had
its effect. However important it was from my viewpoint,
the cause which I pleaded then was insignificant com-
pared with the cause which prompts this appeal, I appeal
to every Briton, wherever he may be now, to accept the
method of non-violence instead of that of war, for the
adjustment of relations between nations and other matters.
Your statesmen have declared that this is a war on behalf
of democracy. There are many other reasons given in
justification. You know them all by heart. I suggest that,
at the end of the war, whichever way it ends, there will
be no democracy left to represent democracy. This war
has descended upon mankind as a curse and a warning.
It is a curse inasmuch as it is brutalizing man on a scale
hitherto unknown. All distinctions between combatants
and non-combatants have been abolished. JNTo one and
nothing is to be spared. Lying has been reduced to an art.
Britain was to defend small nationalities. One by one they
have vanished, at least for the time being. It is also a
warning. It is a warning that, if nobody reads the writing
* From an article entitled 'Some Vital Questions*.

